
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



332 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

parents in Princeton, N. J., on the 27th day of Sept., 1835, and died in the 
city of New York June 25th, 1894, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. 
He was the son of the Rev. Dr. James W. Alexander, at one time pas- 
tor of Village Church, at Charlotte C. H., Virginia, afterwards Professor 
of Belles Lettres in Princeton College; then pastor of the Duane 
Street Church, New York ; then Professor of Church History and 
Polity in Princeton Seminary; then pastor of the Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, New York, in which position he died. His mother 
was a daughter of Dr. George Cabell, of Richmond, and a niece of 
Judge and Governor William Cabell of the same city, and of Mr. 
Joseph C. Cabell, the friend of Thomas Jefferson and his co-laborer in 
founding the University of Virginia, and of the distinguished Dr. James 
L. Cabell, for fifty years Professor in the Medical Department of the 
University of Virginia. His grandfather was the Rev. Dr. Archibald 
Alexander, the theologian and author, who was at one time President 
of Hampden Sidney College, afterwards pastor in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and one of the two founders of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
where the great work of his life was done. His grandmother, Mrs. 
Archibald Alexander, was the daughter of Rev. James Waddell, widely 
known as the blind preacher, whose eloquence has been described in 
The British Spy by William Wirt. His paternal grandparents were 
both of Scotch-Irish extraction, whose ancestors emigrated first to 
Pennsylvania and then to Rockbridge county, Va. 

Young Alexander graduated from Princeton College in the class of 
1854, in the nineteenth year of his age, and from Princeton Seminary 
in 1858. Having been licensed by the Presbytery of New York, he 
he spent a year in that city doing missionary work, and in 1859 took 
charge of Village Church, Charlotte, C- H., where both his father and 
grandfather had labored before him. Here he was ordained and in- 
stalled as pastor in 1861. He continued in this relation until January, 
1870, when, having been elected Professor of Biblical Literature and 
New Testament Interpretation in Union Theological Seminary, Vir- 
ginia, he entered on this chair, which he filled until his peremptory 
resignation in 1891. He then took charge of the churches of Oakland, 
Md., and Terra Alta, West Virginia, where he continued to labor until 
his death. Dr. Alexander was a man of great learning, of the kindliest 
sympathies and of charming manners. 



William Cecil Dabney, M. D., late Professor of the Practice of 
Medicine and Obstetrics in the University of Virginia, was born at 
Dunlora, Albemarle county, Virginia, July 4, 1849. His early education 
was received at home from private tutors. He entered the University 
of Virginia in 1866, and pursued the study of medicine for two years, 
graduating with the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1868. His first 
service was as resident physician in a hospital in Baltimore for a year. 
In 1869 he married Miss Jane Belle Minor, daughter of Mr. William W. 
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Minor, of Albemarle county, and soon afterwards entered upon the 
practice of his profession at Big Lick, now Roanoke, Virginia, where 
he remained about twelve months. On account of his health, he then 
returned to Albemarle county and engaged in farming for over two 
years, when he resumed the practice of medicine in Charlottesville. 
His first medical essay, which brought him more prominently before 
the public, was on " The Value of Chemistry to the Medical Practi- 
tioner," a small book, for which he received the Boylston prize from 
Harvard University in 1873. This was the first of a long series of 
essays on medical subjects published in various journals of this country, 
which made him widely known. In 1878, for the restoration of his 
health, he spent some time in foreign travel, making a voyage to Japan, 
and on his return resided several months in San Diego, California. 
This voyage and residence apparently stayed the progress of the pul- 
monary trouble from which he suffered. When the Medical examining 
Board of Virginia was organized in 1885, he was appointed its first 
President. He had actively interested himself in the organization of 
this Board for the regulation of the practice of medicine in the State. 
In 1886 he Was chosen Professor of the Practice of Medicine and Ob- 
stetrics in the University of Virginia, which chair he filled with great 
credit to himself and with signal benefit to the University He was a 
prominent member of the Medical Society of Virginia, of the American 
Medical Association, and of the Association of American Physicians. 

Dr. Dabney was an indefatigable student of his profession, and his 
contributions to medical journals were numerous. Besides some forty 
or fifty original articles, he made over one hundred translations from 
the French and German. In a brief sketch of his life, it is impossible 
to give the titles of his various writings, but he was a contributor to 
the American Journal of Medical Sciences, the Medical News, Phila- 
delphia, the Medical Journals of Virginia, North Carolina, and New 
York, the New York Medical Record, and the Transactions of the 
Medical Societies of Virginia and North Carolina, and of the American 
Medical Association. A notable article may be mentioned, the chapter 
on "Maternal Impressions," contributed to Keating's " Cyclopedia of 
the Diseases of Children," Vol. I., 1889. He was the author of "An 
Abstract of a Course of Lectures on the Practice of Medicine," used 
in his University lectures, and of a Syllabus of Lectures on Obstetrics, 
and one on Medical Jurisprudence. He wrote also a pamphlet on 
" The Physiological Action and Therapeutic Uses of the Water of the 
Greenbrier White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia," published originally 
in Gaillard's Medical Journal for April, 1890. Dr. Dabney died Aug. 
ao, 1894. During the last five years of his life he was the resident phy- 
sician at the White Sulphur Springs every summer.* 

•We are indebted for the particulars in this sketch of Dr. Dabney's life, to the minute 
entered upon the records of the University of Virginia at the time of Dr. Dabney's 
death. 



